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Special Topic B: Methodological Perspectives in the Creation and Release of

Official Microdata

Survey Design and Microdata Potential of Sample Survey in
the Official Statistics

Kozo YAMAGUCHI*

Summary
Sample surveys play a major role in survey systems for official statistics. Here, we reconsider the sample

survey’s position among all statistical surveys.

First, we captured statistical surveys from four perspectives based on their characteristics. Then, we ex-
amined how census and sample surveys relate to each other and can be positioned in relation to one another
within the survey system, and organized systematically. In addition, we tried to organize statistical surveys
viewed from microdata and to confirm the potentialities of microdata.

Finally, we used microdata to study the development or extensiveness of sample surveys. We pointed out
the need for survey design to consider the effective utilization of microdata and the importance of utilizing

data linkage in establishment and enterprise statistical surveys.

Key Words
Official Statistics, Statistical Survey, Sample Survey, Microdata

* Statistical Research and Training Institute
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