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The Reform of Population Census: French Rolling Census

Yoshihiro NISHIMURA *

Summary

In 2004 France introduced a new census method which combines two basic principles-a five-year rolling
cycle of data collection and sample surveys of communes with 10,000 and more inhabitants. The author fo-
cused the discussion in this paper on the following issues: firstly the sampling plans of the new French cen-
sus, secondly its estimation methods and finally the basic utilization of its statistical results and evaluate the
value of the census. Although the new census results have been disseminated annually since 2009, they still

seem to have several further steps to go in terms of their usability.
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